
KIRSTEN JOHNSON ON THE MOVING IMAGE AS A RELATIONSHIP

KIRSTEN JOHNSON’S FILMS DISCUSSED IN CLASS

● Cameraperson (2016)
● Dick Johnson is Dead (2020)
● The Above (2015)

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FROM SUNDANCE COLLAB

Videos featuring Sundance Advisors, exclusively on Sundance Collab:
● Master Class: Creating a Docuseries with Liz Garbus and Dan Cogan
● Master Class: Documentary Filmmaking Navigating Truths and Ethics with Dawn Porter
● Master Class: Doc Filmmaking: Finding and Shaping Your Story with Roger Ross Williams
● Learing Pathway: Learning Pathway: Independent Documentary Producing
● Learning Pathway: Independent Documentary Directing and Building an Ethical Documentary

Practice
● Webinar: Creating Social Impact Through Storytelling with Jeff Orlowski and Larissa Rhodes
● The Rise of Documentaries with Kevin Iwashina
● Writing Documentaries with Mark Monroe
● Crafting Story for Audience with Mark Monroe
● Creating Documentary Portraits with Jeff Malmberg
● Nonfiction Interviewing with Marina Zenovich, Part 1
● Nonfiction Interviewing with Marina Zenovich, Part 2
● The Elements of a Great Documentary Scene with Jonathan Oppenheim
● Making Documentaries Using Archival Footage with Penny Lane
● Making Brave Choices with Nonfiction Filmmaker Nanfu Wang
● Approaches to Handling Traumatic Material with Alexandria Bombach
● Film as Environmental Activism with Jeff Orlowski
● Directing Documentaries with Steve James and Bing Liu
● Sundance Institute: Virtual Documentary Filmmaking Session

Articles & Books
● “Regarding the Pain of Others” - by Susan Sontag
● “How Does It End? Story and the Property Form! By Brett Story
● Kirsten Johnson interview published on The Creative independent
● The Shape of Documentary to Come by Robert Greene (BFI, May 15, 2020)
● Honest Truths: Documentary Filmmakers on Ethical Challenges in Their Work (AU Center for

Social Media, 2009)
● The Documentary Filmmaker's Roadmap: A Practical Guide to Planning, Production, and

Distribution by Maxine Trump
● Independent Documentary Filming in the Time of Corona
● A Complete Guide to Documentary Filmmaking (The Beat)
● The Story of “Ingrid”: What It’s Like to Make a Documentary on a 15K Budget

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5375040/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt11394180/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6328110/?ref_=nm_flmg_cin_13
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Master-Class-Creating-a-Docuseries-with-Liz-Garbus-and-Dan-Cogan-1
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Master-Class-Documentary-Filmmaking-Navigating-Truth-and-Ethics-with-Dawn-Porter-Video
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Master-Class-Archive-Video-Doc-Filmmaking-Finding-and-Shaping-Your-Story-with-Roger-Ross-Williams
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Learning-Pathway-Independent-Documentary-Producing
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Learning-Pathway-Independent-Documentary-Directing-and-Building-an-Ethical-Documentary-Practice
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Learning-Pathway-Independent-Documentary-Directing-and-Building-an-Ethical-Documentary-Practice
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Creating-Social-Impact-Through-Storytelling-with-Jeff-Orlowski-and-Larissa-Rhodes
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/The-Rise-of-Documentaries-with-Kevin-Iwashina
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Writing-Documentaries-With-Mark-Monroe
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Crafting-Story-for-Audience-with-Mark-Monroe
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Creating-Documentary-Portraits-with-Jeff-Malmberg
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Non-Fiction-Interviewing-with-Marina-Zenovich-Part-1
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Non-Fiction-Interviewing-with-Marina-Zenovich-Part-2
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/The-Elements-of-a-Great-Documentary-Scene-with-Jonathan-Oppenheim
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Making-Documentaries-Using-Archival-Footage-with-Penny-Lane
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Making-Brave-Choices-with-Nonfiction-Filmmaker-Nanfu-Wang
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Approaches-to-Handling-Traumatic-Material-with-Alexandria-Bombach
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Film-as-Environmental-Activism-with-Jeff-Orlowski
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Directing-Documentaries-with-Steve-James-Bing-Liu
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Virtual-Documentary-Filmmaking-Session-supported-by-the-John-S-and-James-L-Knight-Foundation-Part
http://www.susansontag.com/SusanSontag/books/regardingPain.shtml
https://vols.worldrecordsjournal.org/05/11?fbclid=IwAR0bwOgWF0ZXOt4JCpNaataBzgH3C0lDxjpkzn0f7FGsjRjMdX5AT0PTcaM#source14
https://thecreativeindependent.com/people/cinematographer-kirsten-johnson-on-discovering-new-ways-to-see/
https://www.bfi.org.uk/sight-and-sound/features/shape-documentary-come
http://archive.cmsimpact.org/making-your-media-matter/documents/best-practices/honest-truths-documentary-filmmakers-ethical-chall
https://www.amazon.com/Documentary-Filmmakers-Roadmap-Production-Distribution/dp/1138070882/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=maxine+trump&qid=1600962647&sr=8-3
https://www.amazon.com/Documentary-Filmmakers-Roadmap-Production-Distribution/dp/1138070882/ref=sr_1_3?dchild=1&keywords=maxine+trump&qid=1600962647&sr=8-3
https://collab.sundance.org/people/Maxine-Trump-1571712892
https://docs.google.com/document/d/13t1eGGfcXAWwrgt6_PTWGr3hPzsEbVIv1SKYwLu3hPk/edit
https://www.premiumbeat.com/blog/a-complete-guide-to-documentary-filmmaking/
https://medium.com/@SundanceOrg/the-story-of-ingrid-what-its-like-to-make-a-documentary-on-a-15k-budget-927e90340327

