
 
Doc Filmmaking: Finding and Shaping Your Story with Roger Ross Williams 

 
 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FROM ROGER ROSS WILLIAMS 
 

Articles 
● How to Research a Documentary Film with Tips and Advice from Ken Burns 
● Finding the Storyline in a Documentary Short 
● Five Essential Tips for Crafting the Narrative in your Documentary 
● 9 Filmmakers Tell Us What Makes the Perfect Documentary Character 
● The Visionaries, A Roundtable of Documentary Editors 
● A Massive List of Spring 2020 Grants All Filmmakers Should Know About 

 
Books 

● This Much is True: 14 Directors on Documentary Filmmaking 
● Archival Storytelling: A Filmmaker's Guide to Finding, Using, and Licensing Third-Party Visuals 

and Music 
● In the Blink of an Eye: A Perspective on Film Editing 
● Visual Storytelling 

 
Film Festivals / Organizations to Follow 

● Sundance (of course!) 
● Tribeca Film Institute 
● Full Frame 
● Hotdocs 
● Independent Filmmaker Project 
● IDFA 

● AFI Docs 
● DOC NYC 
● Doc Fortnight 
● True/False 
● Sheffield Doc/Fest  

 
Recommended Viewing 

● Don’t Look Back (D.A. Pennebaker, 1967) 
● Salesman (Albert Maysles & David Maysles, 1969) 
● Tongues Untied (Marlon Riggs,1989) 
● Darwin’s Nightmare (Hubert Sauper, 2004) 
● Metallica: Some Kind of Monster (Joe Berlinger & Bruce Sinofsky, 2004) 
● Manda Bala (Jason Kohn, 2007) 
● In a Dream (Jeremiah Zagar, 2008) 
● Trouble the Water (Carl Deal, Tia Lessin, 2008) 
● (T)error (Lyric R. Cabral, David Felix Sutcliffe, 2015) 
● I Am Not Your Negro (Raoul Peck, 2016) 
● Last Man in Aleppo (Feras Fayyad, Steen Johannessen, 2016) 
● Hale County This Morning, This Evening (RaMell Ross, 2018) 
● The Square (Jehane Noujaim, 2013) 
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https://www.masterclass.com/articles/learn-about-documentary-filmmaking-with-ken-burns#how-to-research-a-documentary-film-step-3-identify-your-oncamera-subjects
https://filmmakermagazine.com/101280-finding-the-storyline-in-a-documentary-short-or-do-short-docs-need-narrative-arcs/#.XlAPHi2ZOLg
https://nofilmschool.com/2018/04/5-essential-tips-crafting-narrative-your-documentary
https://www.tfiny.org/blog/detail/9_filmmakers_tell_us_what_makes_the_perfect_documentary_character
https://www.sundance.org/blogs/the-visionaries-a-roundtable-of-documentary-editors
https://nofilmschool.com/massive-list-spring-2020-grants-all-filmmakers-should-know-about
https://www.amazon.com/This-Much-True-Documentary-Professional/dp/1408132532/ref=sr_1_6?tag=nofilmschool-20&s=books
https://www.amazon.com/Archival-Storytelling-Filmmakers-Licensing-Third-Party/dp/0240809734/?creativeASIN=0240809734&imprToken=aA9c-scXb74gY81fFo5nsw&slotNum=19&_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=ur2&tag=documecamera-20&linkId=TCOLYWJDCDPPRNFC
https://www.amazon.com/Archival-Storytelling-Filmmakers-Licensing-Third-Party/dp/0240809734/?creativeASIN=0240809734&imprToken=aA9c-scXb74gY81fFo5nsw&slotNum=19&_encoding=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&linkCode=ur2&tag=documecamera-20&linkId=TCOLYWJDCDPPRNFC
https://www.amazon.com/Blink-Eye-Perspective-Film-Editing/dp/1879505622/ref=sr_1_1?tag=nofilmschool-20&s=books
https://documentarystudies.duke.edu/sites/documentarystudies.duke.edu/files/kalow_Vis%20Stor.pdf
http://www.sundance.org/programs/documentary-film
https://www.tfiny.org/programs/documentary
https://www.fullframefest.org/
http://www.hotdocs.ca/
https://www.ifp.org/
https://www.idfa.nl/en/info/industry
https://docs.afi.com/
https://www.docnyc.net/
https://www.moma.org/calendar/film/1419?locale=en
https://truefalse.org/
https://sheffdocfest.com/
https://sheffdocfest.com/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0061589/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0064921/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0103099/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0424024/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0387412
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt0912590
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1185251/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt1149405/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt4370922/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt5804038
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6333074
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt6634646/
https://www.imdb.com/title/tt2486682


 
 

RECOMMENDED RESOURCES FROM SUNDANCE CO//AB  
 

Videos featuring Sundance Advisors, exclusively on Sundance Co//ab: 
 

● The Rise of Documentaries with Kevin Iwashina 
● Writing Documentaries with Mark Monroe 
● Crafting Story for Audience with Mark Monroe 
● Creating Documentary Portraits with Jeff Malmberg 
● Nonfiction Interviewing with Marina Zenovich, Part 1 
● Nonfiction Interviewing with Marina Zenovich, Part 2 
● The Elements of a Great Documentary Scene with Jonathan Oppenheim 
● Making Documentaries Using Archival Footage with Penny Lane 
● Making Brave Choices with Nonfiction Filmmaker Nanfu Wang 
● Approaches to Handling Traumatic Material with Alexandria Bombach 
● Film as Environmental Activism with Jeff Orlowski 
● Directing Documentaries with Steve James and Bing Liu 
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https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/The-Rise-of-Documentaries-with-Kevin-Iwashina
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Writing-Documentaries-With-Mark-Monroe
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Crafting-Story-for-Audience-with-Mark-Monroe
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Creating-Documentary-Portraits-with-Jeff-Malmberg
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Non-Fiction-Interviewing-with-Marina-Zenovich-Part-1
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Non-Fiction-Interviewing-with-Marina-Zenovich-Part-2
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/The-Elements-of-a-Great-Documentary-Scene-with-Jonathan-Oppenheim
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Making-Documentaries-Using-Archival-Footage-with-Penny-Lane
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Making-Brave-Choices-with-Nonfiction-Filmmaker-Nanfu-Wang
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Approaches-to-Handling-Traumatic-Material-with-Alexandria-Bombach
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Film-as-Environmental-Activism-with-Jeff-Orlowski
https://collab.sundance.org/catalog/Directing-Documentaries-with-Steve-James-Bing-Liu

